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COLLEGIATE SUITES OF BLACKSBURG 

HUNTERS RIDGE OF BLACKSBURG 
(A UNIVERSITY MANAGEMENT, INC. COMMUNITIES) 

www.umicommunites.com 
 

Rental Office 

1310 Henry Lane   Blacksburg, Virginia 24060 

Phone (540) 951-5161   Fax (540) 951-8826 

 

TIPS FOR STAYING SAFE IN YOUR APARTMENT 
 

The first step in attempting to avoid becoming a victim of a crime is to realize that anyone can be a victim of a crime at any time. 

While there are no guarantees you will never be a victim of a crime, everyone should take reasonable precautions to stay safe 

and thereby minimize the risk of becoming a victim. This is a list of tips for staying safe while at Collegiate Suites of Blacksburg 

and Hunters Ridge of Blacksburg.  Read these thoroughly and encourage your roommates to do the same. Remember… 

 

YOUR ARE REPSONSIBLE FOR YOUR PERSONAL SAFETY! 

 

 We may use a Courtesy Officer throughout the Properties from time to time. Please remember these are NOT 

law enforcement personnel, security guards, or emergency response personnel. The sole purpose of the 

Courtesy Officer is to monitor the Properties on behalf of your Landlord. The presence of a Courtesy Officer 

does not represent any additional assurance of safety for you, your guests, or your property. Use caution at all 

times. 
 

 Do not hesitate to call the police if you observe or suspect suspicious activity. Go to a safe place and call 911 

immediately. Call the Rental Office at the number listed above only after you have called the police. You can 

call the Rental Office 24 hours a day. Make sure you keep your phone charged and nearby at all times. It is a 

good idea to keep a fully charged external battery charger in case you lose electricity. 
 

 Sign up for alerts reported by the Town of Blacksburg. According to the town of Blacksburg’s website these 

emergency alerts will send you an email to notify you “… when an emergency event has taken place in the 

Blacksburg community, and if there are necessary precautions or actions recommended”. You can sign up at 

the Town of Blacksburg’s website by going to www.blacksburg.gov and clicking on “Citizens Alert”. 
 

  ALWAYS lock your front door, whether you are home or not. Never leave your Apartment unlocked, even if 

you are leaving for a moment to obtain something from your car, get the mail, visit your neighbors, etc. 

Someone lurking nearby can gain access to your Apartment quickly. 

 

 If you come home and suspect someone has entered your Apartment unlawfully, DO NOT ENTER THE 

APARTMENT. Go to a safe place and call 911 immediately. 
 

 Your front door lock is equipped with a deadbolt. Inspect the front door lock when you move in. To receive 

the quickest response CALL the Rental Office immediately to report any malfunctioning front door locks at 

move in or at any time during the Lease Term. DO NOT REPORT MALFUNCTIONING FRONT DOOR 

LOCKS ELECTRONICALLY USING THE WORK ORDER SUBMISSION SECTION OF OUR WEBSITE. 
 

 Keep your keys in your possession. Never hide a front door key outside your Apartment. Report any lost or 

stolen front door keys, whether lost by you or one of your roommates, to the Rental Office immediately. Do 
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not assume they will “turn up later”. Do not forget to report lost or stolen front door keys to your roommates 

immediately as well. Request your roommates do the same for you if their key is lost or stolen. Do not loan 

your front door key to anyone. Do not put your name or address on your keychain. 
 

 If you are locked out of your Apartment go to a friend’s apartment or other safe place and CALL the Rental 

Office. DO NOT REPORT LOCK OUTS USING OUR WEBSITE. Wait there until a Maintenance 

Technician arrives. Do NOT attempt to force your way in by breaking a window or knocking in the front door. 

Remember, you will be charged for any damages to your Apartment caused by you or your guests. 
 

 Never let strangers or suspicious individuals in your Apartment. Use the peephole to view anyone at your front 

door. When in doubt do not open the door. Call the police immediately and then the Rental Office. 
 

 Soliciting is prohibited at Collegiate Suites of Blacksburg and Hunters Ridge of Blacksburg. Do not open your 

door for anyone soliciting any goods or services. Call the police immediately if you feel threatened. Report all 

solicitors to the Rental Office. 
 

 If an employee knocks on your door ask them to show you their identification badge or other valid 

identification before you open the door. A badge or other valid identification can be shown to you using the 

peephole. For further assurance you are encouraged to compare the identification badge or other valid 

identification to the list of names and pictures of our employees posted on our website located at 

www.umicommunities.com. Do NOT open the door if anyone is unwilling or unable to show you their 

identification badge or other valid identification. Call the police immediately and then the Rental Office. 
 

 Keep your porch light on in the evening, whether you are home or not. Report any malfunctioning porch lights 

to the Rental Office. 
 

 Use timers for lights while you are away to give the appearance someone is home. 
 

 Help us by reporting any malfunctioning lights in the parking lots, or elsewhere throughout the Property 

Common Area, to the Rental Office immediately. 
 

 Never leave notes on your front door indicating you are away. 
 

 Do not arrange for packages to be delivered to your Apartment while you are away. If you suspect a package 

has been delivered to your Apartment while you are away ask someone you trust to take it in for you. 
 

 Keep windows and sliding glass doors locked and blinds closed especially at night, when you leave your 

Apartment, and when you are sleeping. Never leave valuables in clear sight near windows. Inspect all of the 

windows and blinds in your Apartment when you move in. Report any malfunctioning or broken windows or 

blinds at move in, or at any time during the Lease Term, to the Rental Office immediately. 
 

  Whenever possible let your roommates know where you are going and when you expect to return. Never 

announce you or one of your roommates is home alone. Never announce your Apartment is unoccupied. Never 

announce when you or one of your roommates will be returning to your Apartment. Never announce you or 

your roommates possess valuables in your Apartment. Never announce malfunctioning doors, locks, windows, 

lights or other items. 
 

 Be very careful what you post on social media. Never post that you or one of your roommates is home alone. 

Never post that your Apartment is unoccupied. Wait until you return home to post pictures and accounts of 

your activities away from home. Never post when you or one of your roommates will be returning to your 

Apartment. Never post that you or one of your roommates possess valuables in your Apartment. Never 
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disclose malfunctioning doors, locks, windows, lights or other items on social media. Never give out any other 

information on social media that a criminal may use against you or one of your roommates. 
 

 Make sure parties do not get overcrowded or out of hand. The maximum number of people allowed in your 

Apartment at one time is 25. Do not let uninvited, unknown, suspicious, or unwanted individuals gain entrance 

to your Apartment. Ask any uninvited, unknown, suspicious, unwanted, or unruly individuals to leave. If they 

do not leave call the police. It is a good idea to have someone monitor the door. Be aware that an individual at 

your party may return to your Apartment later and attempt to commit a crime. Do not announce your party on 

social media. Remember, you are responsible for the behavior of the individuals at your party, whether you 

invited them or not. If the party gets out of control call the police. 
 

 When walking to and from your Apartment, and elsewhere throughout the Property, take the following 

precautions: 

1. Use good judgment and be aware of your surroundings. Look around and keep your guard up. Be 

aware that alcohol and certain medications often impair your ability to use good judgment and may 

restrict your awareness of your surroundings. 

2. When walking do not look down at your phone or wear headphones. 

3. Walk with someone you know whenever possible, especially at night. 

4. Keep your cell phone charged and nearby at all times. 

5. Park as close to your Apartment as possible. Be aware that you may not be able to park directly in 

front of your Apartment every time. 

6. When you enter your Apartment make sure no suspicious individuals have followed you or are 

lurking nearby. 

7. Carry a functioning personal protection alarm or whistle and make sure you know how to use it 

properly. 

8. Do not wear shoes or clothing that might restrict your ability to walk or run. Do not wear anything 

that may impair your vision or hearing. 

9. Watch for cars as you walk through the parking lots. Do not assume they will stop or even see you. 
 

 Take the following additional precautions if you have a car: 

1. ALWAYS lock your car and keep your windows fully closed. Someone may enter your car and 

attempt to steal it or its contents, or even wait in your car for you to return. 

2. When walking to your car pay particular attention to any activity around your car. If a suspicious 

individual appears to be lurking near your car or if the area around your car looks suspicious do not 

approach your car. Go to a safe place and call the police immediately. 

3. When walking to and from your car be aware of your surroundings. Do not look down at your 

phone or wear headphones. Keep your cell phone charged and nearby at all times. 

4. Have your key ready as you approach your car. Never wait until you get to your car to locate your 

keys. If your car is equipped with remote key entry, wait to unlock the door until you are close to 

your car. Lock your doors immediately after exiting your car. Check the doors, locks, and back seat 

before entering. 

5. Do not leave valuables in your car whenever possible. If you do need to leave valuables in your car 

make sure they cannot be seen from the exterior. 
 

 Additional information that you may find useful may be obtained from the Blacksburg Police Department, 

Virginia Tech Off Campus Housing, and other reliable sources including: 

1. Department of Homeland Security – ready.gov 

2. Federal Emergency Management Agency – fema.gov 

3. American Red Cross – redcross.org 

4. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention – cdc.gov 

5. United States Environmental Protection Agency – epa.gov 
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 Always remember that alcohol, medications, and other substances can and will impair your judgment and 

restrict you awareness. Your chances of effectively avoiding becoming the victim of a crime decrease 

significantly when you consume alcohol and other drugs. Your best chance to stay safe is to stay sober! 
 

 Always remember your decisions may affect your safety as well as the safety of your roommates. Don’t be 

responsible for allowing your roommates to become a victim of a crime either. 
 


